
GIVING AS GOD INTENDED  
 

Have you ever thought seriously about how you give to the 

Lord? This document is a brief overview of Christian Giving to 

guide you in giving according to the Word of God.   

 

Some questions to consider: 

Is your giving determined by sound Biblical principles? Is your 

giving according to your own whim and conviction and not nec-

essarily based on scripture? Is your giving as you feel or as God 

requires? Are you giving purely to the Church or to the Lord 

through His church? Can you anticipate feeling comfortable and 

confident before the Lord in the conviction that you have given 

as HE desired of you? All these are important questions to con-

sider when reflecting on Christian giving. 

 

BASIS FOR CHRISTIAN GIVING  

1. Christian giving should be determined by sound biblical 

teaching and should be done deliberately to honour God and 

not based on personal opinion,  present circumstance or conven-

ience. How do you give? How have you decided what you 

would give? Is it based on scripture – sound biblical teaching? 

 

2. Giving should be guided by biblical principles as with all oth-

er areas of our faith. While nothing is to be legislated, the Chris-

tian is expected to function in a disciplined [consistent] and 

faithful manner, embodying the gospel’s message of personal/

self-sacrifice and grounded in faith and trust.  

its assessment to the District, then to the Connexion – 

the  Caribbean-wide church. Your giving supports the 

work of the  Methodist church throughout the Caribbe-

an and it also allows the church to send missionaries/

ministers throughout the  region.  

a)  Systematic giving recognizes that the obligations of the 

church are not simply sporadic and seasonal. It reflects 

a genuine concern for the work of the Lord through the 

Church. 

b)  At least two Congregational Stewards receive then 

count the offering. They record all monies received,    

deposit in the bank. Pay utilities, in some cases insur-

ance, other congregational upkeep expenses and assess-

ment. Normally reviews are done quarterly at the Cir-

cuit Resources and Development Committee meetings. 

Circuit  accounts are to be audited annually with the au-

dit report also submitted to the District.  

N.B. In most congregations, an envelope system is in place 

where each member/giver will have a number which they will 

write on the envelope. The stewards record the giving accord-

ing to number. The number register is secured by one steward. 

This is to facilitate those who  prefer anonymity. The use of 

envelopes is a very valuable accountability and transparency 

tools: accountability of the church and accountability of the 

giver.   Begin Tithing Today!! 
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5. Christian giving is primarily about our willingness to trust 

God, to be obedient to his word. The widow and the  Mac-

edonians gave, in contrast to the rich ruler’s refusal to go sell 

all…because they had the confidence that God will    supply 

all their needs. Faithfulness first, sees God’s adding all other 

things. Christian sacrificial giving is like fasting – a willing-

ness to deny self and trust God to provide. One does not live 

by bread alone but by every word of God.  

 

THE RESULTS AND REWARDS OF  

CHRISTIAN GIVING  

1. Christian giving is giving which seeks to please and hon-

our God and his word. It is a form of   giving which is hon-

oured by God and enables spiritual growth, divine blessing 

and growth of the kingdom of God. The ministry of the 

Church is expected to be maintained by the giving of its 

members.  

2. What happens when you give as God desires? 

a)  You are faithful to the expectations of scripture and by 

extension the will of God. 

b)  You activate faith. It is a willingness to trust God and 

depend on him to provide. 

c)  You support the work of God in your local congrega-

tion, wider church and the kingdom of God as a whole.  

 

 WHAT HAPPENS IN YOUR CHURCH? 

d)  You contribute to your local congregation’s ministry, 

enable their paying what the Methodist church calls 

‘assessment’ to the Circuit, enabling the circuit to pay  



In 2 Cor. 9.6-8, Paul advises that while we must make our own      

decision to give (not under compulsion) we must be mindful that 

God loves a cheerful giver. This freedom is not licence 

[permission to give as you please or suits you] and as such the 

Christian must remember sowing sparingly will only lead to reap-

ing sparingly. Sowing sparingly, conservative and stingy sowing, 

giving as little as needed, giving which seeks to secure self and 

not trust God is not the cheerful giving which God loves and 

blesses. Is your giving consistent? Are you faithful to biblical 

teaching? Do you give sacrificially? Does your giving affirm your 

trusting God? 

 

KEY CONCEPTS OF CHRISTIAN GIVING: 

Systematic, tithe and offering 

1. Christian giving includes having a systematic and disciplined     

approach to giving, not merely one that is sporadic and based on 

whim or personal convenience - however generous you may be. 

Does this sound like your approach? 

2. The principle of tithes and offerings is about systematic 

giving on the one hand – the tithe, and giving that is more spon-

taneous and unpredictable and is often a response to particular 

circumstances and situations – the offering.  

3. A tithe is one tenth of your income. You tithe on what you    

receive. In respect of your salary/wage – the principle is that your 

tithe, your giving to God is your first priority and must be com-

puted as such before any other payments are made. While practi-

cally, taxes comes out first this must not compromise your under-

standing and  approach of God-first.  

4. Many Methodists have in the past given only a “free will”    

offering.  

This practice is not faithful to biblical teachings. Freewill  offer-

ing is an Old Testament concept of giving and was never the  

primary method of giving used by the people of Israel. It was a  

voluntary religious offering made in addition to what is required 

by a vow, tithe, or pledge (Merriam-Webster).  

The tithe was the systematic and disciplined requirement while 

the other was seasonal and according to the occasion.  

 

The Christian (not purely Jewish) perspective on  

the tithe   

1. In Matt 23.23 Jesus endorses the practice of tithing however      

expects that it will be accompanied by other critical Christian 

virtues and values. Tithing should be a lifestyle and not simply 

adherence to a law - these [tithing] ought ye to have done, and 

not to leave the other [justice issues] undone [KJV]. 

2. The tithe is one form is giving referred to in the New Testa-

ment (as noted in Matt 23), the other references to giving speak 

to a type of giving which is more than a tithe. As such the tithe is 

the minimum approach to giving by the Christian.  

a. Mark 12.41-44 – Jesus extols the widow’s giving her all not 

just one tenth. 

b. 2 Cor. 8.1-5 – in respect to the support of the ministry, the 

Macedonians gave even more than they could afford to give. 

In fact they begged for the opportunity to give in support of 

the work of the Lord. 

Note, in both instances, these were people in need and could not   

afford to give. They trusted God! Giving therefore is not based 

on need but faithfulness, trust and confidence in God.  

GIVING AND OUR RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD  

1. God has always been concerned about 

our approach and attitude to giving – he expects our first 

and our best (Cain in Gen 4 confirms this). The tithe 

was practised to satisfy these expectations. Is your giving 

an honest attempt to give God your best and your first? 

 

2. Our giving to God ought to be sacrificial. The tithe – one 

tenth, was expected to be a fair and sacrificial approach 

to giving. Our relationship with God is   defined by sacri-

fice; as he has sacrificed for us we are expected to sacri-

fice in every aspect of our lives for him. It was fair be-

cause it’s the same across the board. 

 

3. Tithing affirms divine ownership and favour. All that we 

have is God’s, we are mere stewards. All that we earn is 

as a result of God’s favour. Without the grace, mercy and 

favour of God we could not earn. Do you give out of a 

sense of entitlement to what you have or are humbly 

grateful to God for his mercies? 

 

4. Christian giving is one of the critical means by which we 

honour God and strive for excellence in our relation-

ship with God [2 Cor. 8.7]. Our use of money, particular-

ly our obedience to God regarding our finances, is criti-

cal in our salvation story. Luke 18.18-25.  

 


